
  
ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OF MECHANICSBURG 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 
15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
8:30 am - Sanctuary & Zoom Worship Service 
9:45 am – Summer Fellowship Time 

 
Rev. Marleen Griffith-Stull, Pastor 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 878-295-2173 
Pastor’s Email: revmarleen@stmarkmburg.com  
 
Karen Fisher, Office Manager 
Karen’s Cell Phone: 717-580-7507 
Church Office : 717-766-4482 
Office Email: kfisher@stmarkmburg.com  
Office Hours: 10:00 AM-1:00 PM – Monday through Thursday 
 
Denise Hirn, Director of Children's Choir 
Denise’s Cell Phone: 717-802-1064 
Email: denisehirn@hotmail.com  
 
Brad Hull, Director of Music 
Brad’s Cell Phone: 202-738-2795 
Email: bradleyjhull@gmail.com  

 
www.stmarkmburg.com 

 

Visit & like us on Facebook: 

St Mark Lutheran Church Mechanicsburg 
  

mailto:revmarleen@stmarkmburg.com
mailto:kfisher@stmarkmburg.com
mailto:denisehirn@hotmail.com
mailto:bradleyjhull@gmail.com
http://www.stmarkmburg.com/


ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OF MECHANICSBURG 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 
15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GUESTS:  
We would like to get to know you! Please complete a “Welcome to St. 
Mark Church” card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate 
at the time of the offering.  Thank you! 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words 
in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church 
discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from 
their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. 
We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us 
with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
 
UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and 
served in present-day Colombia. His ministry was focused on the 
enslaved people who arrived there. He gave them food and medicine, 
learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 
  



PRELUDE 
2-part Invention #8 in F Major         J.S. Bach 

 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
 
PSALM 118:24 
P This is the day that the LORD has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 
P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of 

God and of one another. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. Please kneel or be seated. 
 
P Merciful and loving God, 
C we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from 
the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over 
us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 

 
P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 

came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have 

been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Asterisk (*) in the margin of this bulletin indicates to please stand as you are able. 



*GATHERING HYMN 
  



*GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*KYRIE 

  



*HYMN OF PRAISE 

  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
P O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 

perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; 
remove far from us everything that is harmful and lead us 
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel 
must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, 
God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope 
that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
 
R A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning 
from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” 
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your 
hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do 
not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you 
will have saved your life. 
 
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: 
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away 
because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
  



PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 
(Please read the Psalm responsively. Lectern side the regular print; 
Pulpit side the bold print.) 
 
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the 
end. 
 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; I shall keep it 
with all my heart.  
 
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. 
 
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; give me life in your 
ways. 
 
38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, which you make to those 
who fear you. 
 
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, because your judgments are 
good. 
 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; in your righteousness 
preserve my life. 
 
 
SECOND LESSON: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the 
heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store 
for us. 
 
R A reading from Romans. 
 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 
than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. 



Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the 
church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one 
member has sinned against another. 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, 
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are 
listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, 
take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender 
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 



earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 
20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON 
 
*APOSTLES CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

  



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
A Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to 

announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in 
unexpected ways. Hear us, O God. 

 
A Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to 

ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
  



OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY 
Jesu, Jesu       T. Colvin 

 
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
 

 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER  
A Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can 
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus through 
the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



*PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
 
*SANCTUS 
 
 
  



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
  



*COMMUNION 
 
P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal  

of mercy. 
 

 
 
COMMUNION 
All baptized, communion Christians are welcome to partake of the Holy 
Sacrament. We have gluten-free bread available and white grape juice 
(in addition to our traditional homemade bread and red wine) for those 
who need or prefer those. Simply let the pastor or assisting minister 
know if you prefer something other than bread and wine. Remember 
that we are promised that Christ is truly present in, with, and under 
each element. 
 
 
P The body of Christ, given for you. 
C Amen. 
 
A The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
C Amen. 
 
 
  



PLEASE SING THE FOLLOWING HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

 
-HYMN OF THE DAY- 

 

Seek Ye First 



 

-COMMUNION- 

 

 
  



(Please stand as you are able.) 
 
*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  

keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and 

appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to 
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. 

C Amen. 
 

 

*BLESSING 
P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, 

the firstborn of the dead, and the Holy Spirit, our advocate and 

peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 



*CLOSING HYMN 
 
 
 
  



(Please be seated for announcements.) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
*DISMISSAL 
A Heaven has come near. Go share the good news! 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
 
*POSTLUDE 
Marche Heroique      W. Stickles 
 
 

 
 
In Honor of our Daughter, Missy, and Son-In-Law 
Scott's 17th Wedding Anniversary TODAY by  
Gene and Terry Shaner. 
 
 

 
 

TODAY’S ASSISTANTS 
 

Assisting Minister:  Sean Gimbel 
 
Lay Reader:    Amy Gimbel 
 
Acolyte:    Katie Stull 
 
Ushers:    Barb Lehman, Dave Harnish 
 
Altar Guild:   Terry Shaner, Sandy Brown 
 
Zoom Operator  Lori Clelan 
 
Council Money Duty:  Ben Yost, Amy Gimbel 
  



THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK 
 

Sunday, September 6  15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
8:30 am   Worship Service—Communion  
9:45 am   Fellowship Time 
9:45 am   Children’s SS & Choir 
12:00 pm   Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros 
 
Monday, September  7 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
    CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Tuesday, September 8 
8:00 am   Evangelism Committee 
6:00 pm   WinGS Potluck Dinner Planning Meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 9   
11:00 am   Bible Study 
1:00 pm   Finance Committee 
6:00 pm   Bell Choir  
7:00 pm   Vocal Choir  
 
Thursday, September 10  
9:00 am   Property Committee 
1:00 pm   Fellowship Committee 
2:45 pm   Violin Lessons 
7:00 pm   Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros 
 
Friday, September 11   
2:45 pm   Violin Lessons 
6:30 pm   Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros 
 
Saturday, September 12 
 
Sunday, September 13 16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
    HOLY CROSS SUNDAY 
    GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. SUNDAY 
8:30 am   Worship Service—Communion  
9:45 am   Church Sunday School 
9:45 am   Children’s SS & Choir 
2:00 pm   God’s Work. Our Hands. Activities 
4:30 pm   Deliver meals 
 
LESSONS:   SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 
FIRST READING   Numbers 21:4b-9 
PSALM    Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38 
SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
GOSPEL    John 3:3-17 



 

-ANNOUNCEMENTS- 
SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 
Treats and Talk—9:45 am-10:45 am in the Parlor (through September 6) 

(Sunday School for All Ages Resumes September 13) 
 
WinGS POTLUCK SEPTEMBER 2026 MEETING 
Our first meeting is September 8, 2026, at 6:00 pm. It is going to 
be a Garden Potluck. Your officers are bringing chicken salad, 
ham salad, egg salad, and tuna salad. The following are suggested 
items for you to volunteer and let Sandy Brown know that you are 
bringing; lettuce, tomatoes, rolls, bread, chips, dip, and dessert. 
Plan for a dozen members. Water will be available, but you may 
bring your own drink if you choose. Don't forget to bring your good 
ideas to plan for our next year of WinGS!! Contact Sandy Brown 
at 717-991-1121. 
 
VOCAL CHOIR AUTUMN STARTUP 
The St. Mark Vocal Choir will start rehearsals for the 2026-2027 season 
on Wednesday, September 9, at 7:00 pm. If you are interested in 
being a part of this important ministry of the church in leading worship 
and providing music to facilitate our interaction with God, please come 
to the first rehearsal. We would love for you to sing with us.  Questions 
should be directed to Brad Hull, Director of Music (Cell: 202-738-2795 or 
email: bradleyjhull@gmail.com). Our first singing Sunday will be, God-
willing, September 13. 
  
ALL CALL FOR BELL CHOIR 
The Bell Choir enjoyed a very successful season last year and the 
congregation overtly shared their appreciation for its addition to St. 
Mark’s worship. Bell choir is a unique form of music which is accessible 
to all levels of musical ability (including no musical ability). To select 
music for the bell choir, exact numbers of ringers are necessary. So if 
you are interested in being a part of St. Mark’s bell choir, whether a 
former or new member, please email Brad (bradleyjhull@gmail.com) 
before September 4. Based on how many people express interest in 
being a part of a 2026-2027 bell choir, we will make a plan for the 
coming year’s ministry. Our first rehearsal would then be 6:00 pm to 
6:45 pm on Wednesday, September 9. 
 
  

mailto:bradleyjhull@gmail.com
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“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” SUNDAY 

On Sunday, September 13, the approximately 8,400 congregations of 
the ELCA will gather to serve communities in ways that share the love of 
God with all of God’s people. The Social Ministry Committee is 
repeating the project of preparing a spaghetti dinner, salad, bread, and 
dessert to take to our shut-ins and residents of group homes in the 
Mechanicsburg area. We are requesting donations of spaghetti, 
desserts, as well as monetary donations to help defray the cost of 
the meatballs, salad, and bread. In addition, we will need volunteers 
to deliver the meals. Please use the sign-up sheets at entrances to the 
church to volunteer. In addition to the spaghetti dinner, we will be 
assembling school kits, making greeting cards, making crosses from 
beads, and putting together kits for Caitlin’s Smiles. Volunteers from 
previous years should plan on wearing their “God’s Work. Our 
Hands” bright yellow t-shirts. 
 
BOOK CLUB—SEPTEMBER 17 
The Evangelism Committee is hosting another book club read on 
Thursday, September 17, at 1:00 pm in the parlor. The book is "The 
Mostly True Story of Tanner and Louise" by Colleen Oakley. We look 
forward to conversation and fellowship with you. Please share and 
invite a friend. The book is available through the library, Thrift Books, 
or Amazon. 
 
HOSS’S CROP WALK RECRUITER’S RALLY COMMUNITY DAY FUND 
RAISER 
Please save the date and plan ahead to eat at the Mechanicsburg HOSS’S 
(located on Old Gettysburg Pike) anytime during the day on Thursday, 
September 17, 2026. Coupons, which must be presented at HOSS’S 
when you order your meals, will be available at all entrances of our 
church as soon as they are received.  
 
PEACHES AND (ICE) CREAM 
On September 20, please join us following the 8:30 am service (about 
9:45 am) for our annual peaches and ice cream event. We will meet 
in Fellowship Hall to enjoy peach treats. 
 
COUNCIL AND CONGREGATION RETREAT 
Your church council is hosting a Conscience and Conversation Retreat 
(see invitation on the following page) on Saturday, September 26, 
from 8:00 am-Noon. Refreshments will be served. Please use the sign-
up sheets on the bulletin board and at entrances to the church or you 
may RSVP to Karen in the church office. Hoping to see you there. 
 
  



MONTHLY SUNDAYS TO BENEFIT NEW HOPE MINISTRIES 
Here are the items for  September, October, November (November will 
include turkeys for Thanksgiving): 
 

September 20 Puddings and Applesauce 
October 18  Canned Vegetables 
November 8  Thanksgiving Food to Include Turkeys 

 
 

 
 
 

-WORD SEARCH- 
 
 
 
 
 



  

September 8  WinGS Potluck Planning Meeting 
 
September 13  God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday 
 
September 17  Community Day for CROP Walk (all day  

at HOSS’S) 
 

September 17  Book Club Event 

 
September 20 Peaches & Ice Cream following  

worship 
 
September 26 Conscience and Conversation Retreat 
 
October 4 Blessing of the Pets 
 
October 13 Soup on the Sidewalk at Mechanicsburg 

Halloween Parade 
 
October 18  55th Annual CROP Walk—Memorial Park 
 
November (TBA) Annual Meeting 
 
November 26  Thanksgiving Meal 
 
December 24  Lighting of the Luminaries 
December 24  Christmas Eve Services 
 
January 6, 2027 Epiphany, Waffle Wednesday,  

Chicken & Waffles 
 
February 10  Ash Wednesday 
 
March 25  Sedar Meal 
 
March 28  Easter 
 
 



 



 
 

HOSS’S COMMUNITY DAY FLYER 
 

(Copies of the flyer are available at entrances to St. Mark.) 

  



 
 

LECTIONARY 23 
 

COMMUNITY IS COMPLICATED 
 

Navigating life with other humans is not always easy. We who call 
ourselves the church likely know this all too well. Perhaps you’ve 
witnessed church council meetings gone awry, frustrating conversations 
about the budget, or intense disagreements over worship styles. Maybe 
your faith community has had to navigate conflicting visions for mission 
and outreach, welcome and hospitality, or diversity and justice. Maybe 
the generational or political divides in your community feel like rifts too 
big to cross. As the church, we are called to wrestle with difficult 
questions about faith and life, but at times, even with the best of 
intentions, we leave one another feeling hurt, overlooked, or 
misunderstood. 
 
Jesus knew a thing or two about life in community. He knew what it was 
like to be betrayed by the ones he loved. He shared meals with people 
of different backgrounds, people whose identities at times put them at 
odds with one another. Even his disciples never quite seemed to be on 
the same page! Yet Jesus knew that despite the complexity of these 
situations, faith is best practiced in community. Accompanying one 
another, sharing one another’s burdens, encouraging one another, 
forgiving one another, and holding each other accountable are vital to 
the Christian life. 
 
Therefore, managing conflict is not something to be taken lightly. 
Disagreements are not to be just swept under the rug, ignored until the 
next issue emerges. We are instead called to embrace truth-telling, 
courage, accountability, and compassion in our dealings with one 
another. The work of conflict resolution is not easy or glamorous. In 
fact, it can be awkward and downright painful. But it is holy work. And 
by God’s grace, it can be an invitation to build a community that more 
truly reflects God’s love poured out for the whole world. 
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