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GUESTS:
We would like to get to know you! Please complete a “Welcome to St.
Mark Church” card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate
at the time of the offering. Thank you!

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus
says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his
workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to
work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their
evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding
in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely
given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we
are all beggars.

NEW NAME FOR THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR

We’re blessed to have a dedicated and talented group of young
musicians here at St. Mark. Now that they’re growing up, we’re excited
to introduce the YOUTH ENSEMBLE!

Children in grades Kindergarten and above are always welcome to join
us as we learn more about our faith through music and share our gifts
with the congregation.

We’ll rehearse almost every Sunday from September through May,
from approximately 10:20-10:50 a.m. (after Sunday School) in the
Choir Room. The ensemble will sing, play chimes, or instruments at one
service each month, as well as several evening holiday services.

If your child enjoys singing or making music of any kind, we would love
to have them join us! Please reach out with any questions or for more
information contact Miss Denise.



PRELUDE
2-part Invention #10 in G Major J.S. Bach

GATHERING

PSALM 118:24

P
c

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

c

P

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination. Please kneel or be seated.

P
c

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from
the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over
us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have
been found. In the name of *+ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

Asterisk (*) in the margin of this bulletin indicates to please stand as you are able.



*GATHERING HYMN

Lord of Light
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Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860—1953, alt.

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © Union of Welsh Independents.

Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE
Listen! You Nations
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Text and music © 1972 Contemporary Worship 5: Services of the Word, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

P Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to
us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities,
grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

o Amen.

YOUTH ENSEMBLE ANTHEM
Father, | Adore You

FIRST LESSON: Jonah 3:10—4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God
decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even
more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was
providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any
who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a
bush, but shouldn’t | be concerned about a hundred and twenty
thousand Ninevites?

R A reading from Jonah.

'“When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned
from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he
had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

“1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. *He
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said while | was
still in my own country? That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning,
for | knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger,
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. *And now,
O LoRD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than
to live.” “And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” ° Then
Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see
what would become of the city.



®The LoRD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to
give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was
very happy about the bush. ’But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. ®When
the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down
on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die.
He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

’But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” ' Then the LORD said,
“You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and
which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a
night. "' And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city,
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons
who do not know their right hand from their left and also many
animals?”

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8
(Please read the Psalm in unison.)

"I will exalt you, O God my King, and bless your name forever and
ever.

’Every day will | bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

? Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; there is no end to his
greatness.

“One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare
your power.

°1 will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your
marvelous works.

®They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, and | will tell
of your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they
shall sing of your righteous deeds.

®The LoRD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and of
great kindness.



SECOND LESSON: Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain
about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the
ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that
reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

R A reading from Philippians.

2! For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If | am to live in the
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, yet | cannot say which | will
choose. 21 am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better, 2but to remain in the flesh is
more necessary for you. 2°Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith,
%50 that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in
Christ Jesus because of me.

2 0nly, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so
that, whether | come and see you or am absent and hear about you, |
will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side
with one mind for the faith of the gospel 2and in no way frightened by
those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but
of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 2’ For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering
for him as well, *°since you are having the same struggle that you saw |
had and now hear that I still have.

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common
assumption that God rewards people according to what they have
earned or deserve.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.

2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent
them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace, *and he said to them, ‘You also
go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went.
>When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did
the same. ® And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle
all day?’ " They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ ® When evening came, the owner
of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” °When
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius.



'Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but
each of them also received a denarius. ' And when they received it,
they grumbled against the landowner, '2saying, ‘These last worked only
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ *But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a
denarius? " Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this
last the same as | give to you. "> Am | not allowed to do what | choose
with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’
1650 the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

*APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*QOr, He descended to the dead.



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our
prayers, confident that God hears us.

A Hear us, O God.
o Your mercy is great.

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to
ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in
Jesus’ name.

o Amen.

*PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

P Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY

2-part Invention #11 in G Minor J.S. Bach



*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music @ 1978 LiuTerare Book of Woeship, admén. Angsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibied withoat parmdssion or valid license from copyiizht admi nistrator.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus through
the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

c Amen.



*PREFACE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

o We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

o It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*SANCTUS
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

c

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*COMMUNION

P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal
of mercy.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION

All baptized, communion Christians are welcome to partake of the Holy
Sacrament. We have gluten-free bread available and white grape juice
(in addition to our traditional homemade bread and red wine) for those
who need or prefer those. Simply let the pastor or assisting minister
know if you prefer something other than bread and wine. Remember
that we are promised that Christ is truly present in, with, and under
each element.

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen.

N T

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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PLEASE SING THE FOLLOWING HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION

-HYMN OF THE DAY-
As Saints of Old

1 As saints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
3 In grat-i-tude and hum-ble trust we bring our best to - day
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a world re-deemed by Christ-like love; all life in  Christ made new.
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Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.

Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




-COMMUNION-

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God's mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 'Tis not all we oweto Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in  God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.

there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg-er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav'n.

There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;

Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-m - fy  its strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



(Please stand as you are able.)

*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A Let us pray.

A O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and
appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’

name.
C Amen.
*BLESSING

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ,
the firstborn of the dead, and the Holy Spirit, our advocate and
peace, ' bless you now and forever.

o Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN

Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in  pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’'s pow’r, rise

no - bler zeal might burn.
word of hope pro - claim.
jus - tice larg - er place.
love the weak sus - tain.
up, O saints of God!
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Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




(Please be seated for announcements.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*DISMISSAL
A Heaven has come near. Go share the good news!
o Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE
This is My Father’s World Arr. Whitworth

In loving memory of family by Terry and
Gene Shaner.

TODAY’S ASSISTANTS

Assisting Minister: Tina Freidhof

Lay Reader: Karen Heath

Acolyte: Phyllis Mihalich

Ushers: Sara Jane Miller, Dee Bernatos
Altar Guild: Terry Shaner, Andi Sassaman,

Michele Connor
Zoom Operator To be announced

Council Money Duty: Ben Yost, Amy Gimbel



THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK

Sunday, September 20

8:30 am
9:45 am
9:45 am
9:45 am
10:20 am
12:00 Noon

Monday, September 21
2:45 pm
7:00 pm

Tuesday, September 22
1:00 pm
6:30 pm

Wednesday, September 23
11:00 am

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

Thursday, September 24
2:45 pm
7:00 pm

Friday, September 25
2:45 pm

Saturday, September 26
8:00 am

Sunday, September 27

8:30 am
9:45 am
9:45 am
10:20 am
12:00 Noon

LESSONS:

FIRST READING
PSALM

SECOND READING
GOSPEL

17t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
PEACHES, ICE CREAM, & PEACH TREATS
Worship Service—Communion

Peaches, Ice Cream, & Peach Milk Shakes
Church Sunday School

Children’s Sunday School

Youth Ensemble

Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros

Violin Lessons
German Group

Social Ministry Outreach
Church Council

Bible Study
Bell Choir
Vocal Choir

Violin Lessons
Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros

Violin Lessons

Council and Congregation Retreat

18t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
NOISY SUNDAY

Worship Service—Communion
Church Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School

Youth Ensemble

Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25:1-9
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32



-ANNOUNCEMENTS-

Please join us following this morning’s service for our annual peaches
and ice cream event. We will meet in Fellowship Hall to enjoy peach
treats, including peach milk shake.

COUNCIL AND CONGREGATION RETREAT

Your church council is hosting a Conscience and Conversation Retreat (see
invitation on the following page) on Saturday, September 26, from 8:00
am-Noon. Refreshments will be served. Please use the sign-up sheets on
the bulletin board and at entrances to the church or you may RSVP to Karen
in the church office. Hoping to see you there.

MONTHLY SUNDAYS TO BENEFIT NEW HOPE MINISTRIES
Here are the items for October, November, and December:

October 18 Thanksgiving Food to Include Turkeys
Canned fruit, corn, peas, green beans,
stuffing, gravy packs

November 15 Christmas Food to include Ham/Turkeys

December 13 To be announced

YELP LOCAL GUIDE WANTED
We are still looking for Yelp Local Guides to update the comments shown in
Google maps. If you know a local guide, ask them to comment on St. Mark!

ANNUAL SOUP ON THE SIDEWALK—MECHANICSBURG HALLOWEEN
PARADE

Stop by St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mechanicsburg on
Tuesday, October 13, 2026, starting at 6:00 pm for our Soup on
the Sidewalk event. We are asking if you would donate a crockpot of
soup. We are also looking for individually wrapped baked goods.
Please bring soup and baked goods to St. Mark no later than 5:45
pm the night of the parade. Help is needed by serving the soup at
this event as well. Sign-up sheets will be posted at entrances to St.
Mark. Please contact Marlin Brown, Fellowship Chair, with any
questions.

LOOKING AHEAD TO ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

On Sunday, November 1, 2026, we will remember the Saints who have
died in faith since last All Saints’ Sunday, November 2, 2025. If you have a
loved one whom you would like to remember this year, please contact
the church office no later than Monday, October 12, 2026.



2026 CROP WALK

Come, “pray with your feet” and “walk your values” at the
Mechanicsburg/West Shore CROP Hunger SK Walk/Run

to benefit
: New Hope Ministries,
q Mechanicsburg Area

) | ! B Meals on Wheels and
1 the global relief efforts
STOP of Church World
GEH Service

Sun., Oct. 18, 2026

Memorial Park, 1 Memorial Park Dr.,

Mechanicsburg, PA
1:00PM Registration 1:20PM Team Pics
1:50PM Kick-Off 2:00PM Walk/Run Starts
Register online & donate by Sept. 25" and receive a CROP Walk T-shirt.

Strollers & Leashed Dogs Welcome Live DJ  Refreshments afterwards

There is no cost to walk but generous donations to CWS/CROP are invited
to help us reach the $50,000 goal! Since 1971, the Mechanicsburg/West
Shore CROP Hunger walk has raised over $727,730 to feed the poor

You may also register the day of the walk.
https://crophungerwalk.org/mechanicsbu

Walk — Mechanicsburg/West Shore

For more info, contact:
Ulli Klemm

ulliklemm@yahoo.com 724.464.8748

Join us as we “Believe There is Good in the Worid.”

REFORMATION BINGO

Join us in Fellowship Hall during Sunday School time on Reformation
Sunday, October 25 for Reformation BINGO and Jeopardy. Everyone is
invited. Please bring a German themed snhack to share.



W

EVENTS

September 20

September 26
October 4

October 13

October 18

October 25

November 1
November (TBA)
November 21
November 26

December 24
December 24

January 6, 2027

February 10
March 25

March 28

Peaches & Ice Cream following
worship

Conscience and Conversation Retreat
Blessing of the Pets

Soup on the Sidewalk at Mechanicsburg
Halloween Parade

55" Annual CROP Walk—Memorial Park

Reformation Bingo (During Sunday School
time)

All Saints Sunday
Annual Meeting
Video Gaming Night
Thanksgiving Meal

Lighting of the Luminaries
Christmas Eve Services

Epiphany, Waffle Wednesday,
Chicken & Waffles

Ash Wednesday
Sedar Meal

Easter




VIDEO GAMING NIGHT

Video - ~
Gammg
ngh

For Youth in Grades 9-

gy —

—

St. Mark Lutheran Church
117 West Keller Street
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
::z| | Saturday, November 21
Y 4-8p.m.
S —————

Bring a friend and a snack \
or drink to share /
—l

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER RETURNING

We are planning on celebrating Thanksgiving dinner at St. Mark this year
on Thursday, November 26, 2026, at 1:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Helpers are needed to set up, serve, clean up, and help wash dishes.
We are soliciting donations of any kind of dessert. To defray the cost of
the meal, we are requesting donations of any amount. Please make
checks payable to St Mark and write Thanksgiving dinner on the memo
line. Please use the sign-up sheets at entrances to our church no
later than November 16 or contact the church office at 717-766-4482
to make a reservation. For additional questions or additional
information, please contact Keith Hensel at 717-319-1199.



LECTIONARY 25
SCANDALOUS GRACE

Jesus loved to tell strange, unsettling stories to illustrate God’s grace.
Theologians and biblical scholars have wrestled with the parables of
Jesus for centuries, trying to make them make sense. But perhaps the
beauty of these strange illustrations is that they refuse to succumb to
our need for logic or neat conclusions. They are wild, confusing, and
often scandalous—much like God’s love for God’s people.

This parable is one such story that has the power to offend us with its
backward-seeming logic. A landowner who keeps inviting new laborers
to join the workforce, paying them the same amount for different
amounts of work? To be sure, this is not a commentary on how to run a
business or abide by fair labor practices. Instead, it is a reminder of the
outrageousness of God’s kingdom or reign and the scandal of God’s
grace.

The kingdom of God functions by its own rules: It is a table where there
is always room for more people, and an endless supply of bread and
wine. It is a font where all are welcome, where all are invited to splash
in the waters of baptism and be named children of God. It is a realm
where our rules of space and time no longer apply, as we enter into
ancient story and liturgy alongside the saints who have come before us.
It is a sanctuary where we find the courage to confess our sins and
receive God’s extravagant, scandalous forgiveness. It is a community
where love and justice supersede force and greed. It is a safe place
where the most vulnerable are the most cared for, and generosity
abounds so that all have enough. And it is a kingdom where all are
invited to participate. Much like how the landowner hired new laborers
until the end of the day, it’s never too late to be welcomed by God’s
mercy!

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004360.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.



