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ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OF MECHANICSBURG 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 
HOLY CROSS SUNDAY 
HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
GUESTS:  
We would like to get to know you!  Please complete a “Welcome to St. 
Mark Church” card found in the pew and place it in the offering plate 
at the time of the offering.  Thank you! 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
This festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the 
triumph of the cross. Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power 
and wisdom of God. As Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a source of 
healing for the Israelites, we lift high the cross as the sign of our 
health and salvation. Each time we make the sign of the cross we 
remember our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 
UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
Holy Cross Day 
Sunday, September 14, 2025 
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 
found what may be the actual site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built 
two churches there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise to this 
celebration of our Lord's victory on the cross. 
 
Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary 
General of the United Nations until his death in a plane crash while 
trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. His journal, published 
as Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith. 
 
 
 
 
Asterisk (*) in the margin of this bulletin indicates the congregation shall rise as 
able. 

  



 
PRELUDE MUSIC 
Volunteer in G Major           J. Stanley 
 
 
GATHERING 
 
 
PSALM 118:24 
P This is the day that the LORD has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, 

and our keeper. 
C Amen. 
 
P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of 

God and of one another. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. Please kneel or be seated. 
 
P Merciful and loving God, 
C we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from 
the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over 
us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 

 
P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 

came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have 

been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C Amen. 

 

  



*GATHERING HYMN 
  



*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
*KYRIE 

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 

  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
P Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the 

cross so that he might draw the whole world to himself. To those 
who look upon the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON: Numbers 21:4b-9 
When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous 
snakes against them. Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord 
ordered him to erect a serpent of bronze on a pole. All who looked at 
it after having been bitten by a serpent would live. 
 
A reading from Numbers. 
 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out, 4b but the people became 
discouraged on the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 
miserable food.” 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The 
people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 
the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is 
bitten shall look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and 
put it upon a pole, and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person 
would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
  



PSALM: Psalm 98:1-5 
(Please sing the Psalm responsively—Choir, the regular print; 
Congregation; the bold print.) 

 

 1 Sing to the Lord | a new song, 
  for he has done | marvelous things. 
 

 2 With his right hand and his | holy arm 
  has he won for him- | self the victory.  
 

 3 The Lord has made | known his victory; 
  his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight | of the nations. 
 

 4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the | house of Israel, 
  and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 

 5 Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  
 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross. This 
proclamation seems foolish to many because it reveals true divine 
power in the absolute weakness of Christ’s crucifixion. True wisdom 
understands how ours is a God who suffers for and with humankind in 
the cross. 
 

A reading from 1st Corinthians. 
 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to 
save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire  
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 
R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

*GOSPEL: John 3:13-17 
After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and 
Spirit, Jesus speaks of being lifted up on the cross, with reference to 
the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses in the desert. Here the Son of 
God is revealed as the source of healing. 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 13 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON 
 
  



*HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
 
 
  



*NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
  



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

 
A God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
*PEACE 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
  



OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
Come and Kneel at The Cross   D. Besig And N. Price 
 
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE 

 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  
A Lord of the harvest, 

We return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us 
to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who 
richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless 
all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

*PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
*SANCTUS 

 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

 
  



*COMMUNION 
 
P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal  

of mercy. 
 

 
 
COMMUNION 
All baptized, communion Christians are welcome to partake of the Holy 
Sacrament. We have gluten free bread available and white grape juice 
(in addition to our traditional homemade bread and red wine) for those 
who need or prefer those. Simply let the pastor or assisting minister 
know if you prefer something other than bread and wine. Remember 
that we are promised that Christ is truly present in, with, and under 
each element. 
 
 
P The body of Christ, given for you. 
C Amen. 
 
A The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
C Amen. 
 
 
  



COMMUNION - PLEASE SING THE FOLLOWING HYMNS DURING THE DISTRIBUTION 

 
 

(PLEASE SING THIS HYMN TWICE.) 
  



  



(Please stand as you are able.) 
 
*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and  

keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and 

appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to 
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. 

C Amen. 
 

 

*BLESSING 

P The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ 

bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 



*CLOSING HYMN 
 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 

*DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*POSTLUDE 
Near the Cross      F. Crosby 
 

 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
To the Glory of God by the Altar Guild. 
 
 
 

 
 
ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORS 
Altar flower sponsors are needed for the following remaining dates in 
2025: October 5, 19, 26 (both vases), November 2 and 9 (both vases), 
and November 23, (one vase). 
 
 

 
TODAY’S ASSISTANTS 

 
Assisting Minister:  Karen Heath 
 
Lay Reader:    Connie Kuntz 
 
Acolyte:    Katie Stull 
 
Ushers:    Susan Fissel, Dave Harnish 
 
Altar Guild:   Phyllis Mihalich, Muretta Yentzer 
 
Money Duty:   Jo Ann Novinger, Denise Hirn 
 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK 
 
Sunday, September 14  14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     HOLY CROSS SUNDAY 
8:30 am    Worship Service-Communion 
9:45 am    Sunday Church School 
9:45 am    Children’s SS and Choir 
12:00 pm    Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros 
 

 
Monday, September 15  
2:45 pm    Violin Lessons 
7:00 pm    German Group  
  
Tuesday, September 16 
 
Wednesday, September 17 
11:00 am    Bible Study 
6:00 pm    Bell Choir 
7:00 pm    Adult Vocal Choir 
 
Thursday, September 18 
7:00 pm    Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros 
 
Friday, September 19 
3:00 pm    Violin Lessons 
 
Saturday, September 20 
 
Sunday, September 21  15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
     Toiletries for New Hope Sunday 
8:30 am    Worship Service 
9:45 am    Sunday Church School 
9:45 am    Children’s SS and Choir 
12:00 pm    Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros 
 
LESSONS:    SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 
FIRST LESSON     Amos 8:4-7 
PSALM     Psalm 113 
SECOND LESSON   1st Timothy 2:1-7 
GOSPEL    Luke 16:1-13 

 
DISCLAIMER FOR RECORDING SERVICES 
We are blessed to be able to record our worship services. By entering and by 
your presence here, you consent to be filmed and/or otherwise recorded for 
our congregation and on YouTube. Our cameras are generally directed at the 
front of the sanctuary. 



-ANNOUNCEMENTS- 
 

MONTHLY NEW HOPE MINISTRIES FOOD COLLECTION: 
 
September 21 Toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

shampoo) 
October 19 Peanut Butter and Jelly 
November 2  Thanksgiving Food Items (Including 

Turkeys) 
 
GROW IN YOUR FAITH – BIBLE STUDY  
Bible Study continues September 17 at 11:00 am. Please join us as we 
study the gospel of Matthews.  
 
HOSS’S CROP WALK RECRUITER’S RALLY COMMUNITY DAY FUND 
RAISER 
Please save the date and plan ahead to eat at the Mechanicsburg HOSS’S 
(located on Old Gettysburg Pike) anytime during the day on Thursday, 
September 25, 2025. The coupon which must be presented at HOSS’S 
when you order your meals is available in the bulletins and newsletters.  
 
LADIES AND FRIENDS NIGHT OUT 
Please join us at HOSS’s at 6:15 pm, September 25, for Ladies and 
Friends Night Out. It’s the same day as the Community Fund Raiser at 
HOSS’S for the CROP Walk. Please RSVP to Karen ASAP so that she can 
reserve a table. A reminder that it is BYOB as well. 

 
HELP WANTED—LOAD TRUCK FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
St. Mark is the collection point for Lutheran World Relief items. 
Lutheran churches from the Cumberland Conference drop their items 
off at the back of the church on Saturday, October 4, 2025, between 
9:00 am and 10:30 am. We need your help to load Gross’s truck. 
Please contact Karen Fisher if you are available to help. Goodies will 
be provided. 
 
SOUP ON THE SIDEWALK - MECHANICSBURG HALLOWEEN PARADE 
Stop by St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mechanicsburg on 
Tuesday, October 14, 2025, starting at 6:00 pm for our Soup on 
the Sidewalk event. Please let Phyllis Mihalich know if you are 
willing to donate a crockpot of soup. Bring your soup no later 
than 5:45 pm the night of the parade. Help is needed serving the 
soup at this event. If you are available to volunteer, please let 
Phyllis Mihalich or Karen Fisher know. 
 
 



MECHANICSBURG/WEST SHORE CROP HUNGER WALK 
You are invited to join the 100% all-volunteer Mechanicsburg/West Shore 
CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 19, 2025, at Memorial Park 
(Memorial Park Drive) in Mechanicsburg, PA. The 5K or 1.5-mile Fun 
Run/Walk will take place rain or shine to raise critical funds to serve the 
most vulnerable in our local and global community. There is no cost to 
participate. Walkers are invited to generously sponsor themselves and 
to solicit sponsors.  
 
Make checks payable to CWS/CROP. All proceeds benefit New Hope 
Ministries, Mechanicsburg Area Meals on Wheels, and the relief efforts 
of Church World Service. Walk as an individual or register as part of a 
team. Last year, this walk raised over $40,000 due to generous 
participants.  
 
Leashed dogs welcome! Refreshments and a live DJ add joy to this event 
which serves the needy. T-Shirts are guaranteed to all who register 
online by Friday, September 26, 2025!  Make sure to indicate your  
T-Shirt size when you register! If you need help registering, contact 
Karen Fisher. 

 
St. Mark Keller Street Walkers 

Sunday, October. 19, 2025 Schedule: 
 

1:00PM - New Registrations 
1:30PM - Team Pictures 
1:50PM - Kick Off 
2:00PM - Walk Begins  

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
On Sunday, November 2, 2025, we will remember the 
Saints who have died in faith since last All Saints’ Sunday 
(November 3, 2024). If you have a loved one whom you 
would like to remember this year, please contact the 
church office no later than Monday, October 21. 
  



BOOK CLUB 
The Evangelism Committee is hosting a book club read on Thursday, 
November 4, at 1:00 pm in the parlor. The suggested read is a book 
entitled, A Man Called Ove, by Fredrik Backman. The book is available 
through the library, Thrift Books, or Amazon. Please join us for 
fellowship and discussion. 

 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

 
September 25 HOSS’s Community Day-CROP Walk 
September 25 Ladies and Friends Night Out at HOSS’s 
 
September 28 Ingathering and Blessing of School Kits 
 
October 4  Loading Truck-Cumberland Conference 
 
October 5  Blessing of the Pets 
October 12  Rain date-Blessing of the Pets 
 
October 14  Soup on the Sidewalk at Mechanicsburg 
   Halloween Parade 
 
October 19  CROP Walk at Memorial Park 
 
November 2  All Saints Sunday  
 
November 4  Book Study 
 
December 24  Christmas Eve Services & Lighting of the  

Luminaries 



 



 

Altar Flower Sponsorship Form 
 

Please check the one that applies to your sponsorship and complete 
the following statements: 

 
□ In memory of   __________________________________ 
 
□ In honor of   ____________________________________ 
 
□ To the Glory of God 
 
Sponsor Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor Phone #: _______________________________________ 
 
Sponsor Email: _________________________________________ 
 
Date Requested: _______________________________________ 
 
□ Willing to Share 
 
      Circle Payment Enclosed: 

 
$25.00 One Vase of Flowers 
  
$50.00 Both Vases of Flowers 
 
Checks should be made payable to St. Mark 
Lutheran Church and note “Altar Guild” in 
the memo line. Place in the offering plate or 
mail directly to the church office. 

 


Please check any that apply! 
 

□ Flowers will be picked up by sponsor. 
 

□ Deliver one vase of flowers to shut-in or hospital 
 

□ Deliver both vases of flowers to shut-in or hospital 
 

Please contact Connie Kuntz at 717-697-0436 with any questions. 
 

THANK YOU! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=altar+flowers+clip+art&view=detailv2&&&id=AF3DE182BB537DFAF60572827B12738738EAE5B4&selectedIndex=0&ccid=%2bIDoiPnn&simid=608021877701676815&thid=JN.2AoS/FWGkTQ7KlykMyYosA


 
 

HOLY CROSS DAY 
 

SAVING PRESENCE 
 
An internet meme circulating a few years ago chided its audience, “If 
God didn’t send Jesus into the world to condemn it, I doubt God sent 
you to.” It’s hard to refrain from judgment, especially when so many 
social pressures tempt us to judge ourselves as right and everyone else 
as wrong. John’s gospel puts such competitions to rest: God loves 
everyone and everything—the whole world, all of creation, every person 
and part of the entire cosmos, all that is. 
 
At first take, we might be baffled that we lift up the cross as the place 
where God’s expansive love is so significantly shown for us. But through 
Christ’s crucifixion, death, and resurrection, God works to unravel all 
the violence that leads to things like crucifixion in the first place. In the 
cross, God’s presence is with us: God has taken on all of our human 
suffering so we can know that Christ’s loving presence is with us when 
we are hurting too. God accompanies us through hardships. God brings 
new life in the midst of death! This is the mysterious power of the 
cross. 
 
Every time God gathers us for holy communion, we remember that night 
when Jesus faced these hardest moments. Before being lifted up on the 
cross, he broke bread and shared wine and promised to remain with us 
always. Jesus continues to be with us in the holy meal even all these 
centuries later: in bread and wine, for us, lifted high. Indeed, this is the 
presence we need. It is the presence that sustains us at work, at school, 
at play. It is the presence that makes grace real. It is the presence that 
saves us from sin and death, always. 
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